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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Location is everything, and 
you could certainly agree that 
the mouth of the Merrimack 
River is a nice location. The 
City of Newburyport Water 
Pollution Control Facility 
shares space with a yacht 
club, various shops, and sev-
eral residences. Here, odor 
control is not just policy; it is 
approached with as much 
concern as effluent quality. 
Between healthy doses of 
potassium permanganate, bio
-filtering, and tank covers, the 
facility has a near-zero nasal 
footprint. 

There are many treatment 
facilities serving the tributar-
ies of the Merrimack River 
and on the river itself, but 
Newburyport is the last one 
before the Atlantic. The New-
buryport facility bears this 
honor extremely well. Thanks 
to several upgrades since its 
humble beginnings in the 
1960s, the facility is now a 
trophy plant in nearly every 
aspect. Of course, it is the 

people behind the machines 
that are the true catalyst to 
success. My hosts, Steve Har-
ris and Robert Bradbury, are 
top-notch professionals with 
a dynamic interest in optimal 
operations. They also gra-
ciously offered to come in on 
a Saturday morning on short 
notice to accommodate me. 
Rated for 3.4 MGD, the facil-
ity serves the 20,000 residents 
of this delightful city and 
Plum Island. The New-
buryport Sewer Department 
employs 14 people in opera-
tions, maintenance, lab, pre-
treatment and col-
lections. The New-
buryport side of the 
collection system 
incorporates 17 lift 
stations and two 
full-time operators. 
The Plum Island 
collection system is 
of the vacuum type; 
the first that I have 
toured. Steve ex-
plained the work-

ings of the system with its 
vacuum pumps, collection 
tank, 91 isolation valves, and 
613 individual valve pits, 
which serve generally two 
dwellings each. The Plum 
Island system has two dedi-
cated operators working out 
of a building that inconspicu-
ously blends into the neigh-
borhood; it even has its own 
bio-filter odor control bed 
tucked in behind.   

 

Cont. on pg.8 
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Presidentôs Message ï Mike Foisy 

As I step into the role of MWPCA 
President, I would like to thank Ray 
Willis for his service to our MWPCA 
and congratulate him on his new posi-
tion as Vice President of New England 
Water Environment Association.  Ray 
has been a driving force in MWPCA in 
the past several years as Vice President 
and President. 
As Ray mentioned in his farewell ad-
dress, the Massachusetts Water Pollu-

tion Control Association will continue 
to educate, advocate, represent along 
with guiding water quality professionals 
within the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. I look forward to working 
with our present board of directors and 
committee chairs on any issues that 
may arise.  
With the help of our Education Coor-
dinator and the Education Committee, 
we will continue to offer educational 

opportunities to our members and 
work with the Training Advisory Coun-
cil on licensing requirements. Our 
Government Affairs committee will 
continue to work with our legislators 
and will bring you up to date news on 
current bills in the House and Senate 
regarding water issues. 
 
Continued on page 6 
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Government Affairs Committee Update ï Ray Willis 

On July 31, 2014 the Massachusetts 
House and Senate approved the Water 
Infrastructure Bill aimed at increasing 
funding for water, wastewater and 
stormwater infrastructure improve-
ments.  The final bill, which is a compi-
lation of legislation filed by Senator 
Jamie Eldridge and Representative Car-
olyn Dykema, was aimed at addressing 
the findings of the Water Infrastructure 
Finance Commission, of which the 
MWPCA was a member.  The Finance 
Commission, in their 2009 report, iden-
tified an impending 40 billion dollar 
gap between available funding and the 
funds needed to address aging water 
related infrastructure. 

Although it has undergone various Bea-
con Hill revisions since it was originally 
filed in October 2013, the final bill is 
still a good first step in the sequence of 
required steps to address the pressing 
issue of aging infrastructure repair and 

upgrade.  Some of the major highlights 
of the billôs effects include:  

¶ Increases the State Revolving Fund 
(SRF) program from $88 million to 
$138 million 

¶ Enables cities and towns to assess 
up to a 3% property tax surcharge 
for water-related infrastructure 

¶ Establishes a MassDEP grant pro-
gram for a 1:1 match for communi-
tiesô entry fees into the Massachu-
setts Water Resource Authority 
(MWRA) or other regional water/
wastewater systems 

¶ Establishes a Regional Water Entity 
Reimbursement Fund for MWRA 
communities to provide financial 
assistance in the form of grants and 
interest free loans to cities and 
towns to address infiltration and 
inflow 

¶ Requires new and/or renovated 
irrigation systems to have interrup-
tion devices and mandates that 
those devices be inspected every 
three years 

¶ Creates an Underground Utility 
Coordination Commission to ad-
dress coordination among utilities 
to reduce/eliminate duplicative 
roadway construction 

¶ Creates a Water Infrastructure Ad-
visory Committee to monitor the 
progress of closing the funding gap 
identified by the Water Infrastruc-
ture Finance Commission 
(MWPCA will have a seat on the 
Advisory Committee) 

¶ Renames the Water Pollution 
Abatement Trust, which will now 
be called the Clean Water Trust 

Continued on page 11 
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Opinion Piece - Henry Albro, Director MWPCA 
Last month I was reading an online 
WEF Collections Systems Group dis-
cussion on the issue of correcting ser-
vice lateral issues in aging sewer sys-
tems.  I shared my thoughts regarding 
the need to find a way to make it possi-
ble to evaluate these public/private 
connections to a municipal sewer sys-
tem. 

As many of us in the profession are 
aware, the issues in a public wastewater 
collection system begin in the home or 
building sewer.  Improper connections 
or improper use habits affect the opera-
tion of these public systems, often 
times with costly repairs and risk of 
environmental damage.  

From all that I read in this forum dis-
cussion and from what I have learned 
over 38 years in this business, I see that 
the challenge is the private property 
portion of the collection system(s). 
Many utilities lack the resources or 
authority or desire to face the challeng-
es of dealing with private property is-
sues, and for a lot of good reasons. 
Liability becomes a big argument,; staff-
ing limits; lack of funding; and so 
forth.  

In Massachusetts private on-site dispos-
al system are regulated under Title 5, 
310 CMR 15.00.  Provisions in this 
regulation requires private property 
with on-site sub-surface systems must 
be inspected at time of sale to ensure 
that they are working properly and are 
performing to acceptable standards. 
Should they fail this inspection, they 

must be brought up to current stand-
ards, to the extent possible, allowing 
for lot size and other limitations. I will 
state that I have paraphrased this to 
make my point.  

These inspections help buyers and 
lenders avoid the major and often dev-
astating costs of having to replace these 
systems months after move in day. 
While it is a point in time inspection, 
the srequirement does seem to work 
and help avoid the pain to new home-
owners of this rude and expensive sur-
prise.  

The same method of inspection should 
be part of the home sale process for 
properties on public sewer systems.  A 
CCTV inspection of lateral lines and 
inspection of drains should be a rou-
tine part of the sale of property. We do 
lead paint inspections, asbestos inspec-
tions, fire and smoke alarm inspections 
and radon inspections all as part of the 
routine home inspection process. 
These inspections are to protect the 
lives and health of the new occupants. 

There is no better time to find these 
issues than at the time of sale when 
financing is being negotiated. Home 
buyers are never in a better position to 
get this type of work financed and com-
pleted. They are then able to make the 
best financial decisions and proactively 
plan for the new sewer line or new roof 
or whatever else is identified from 
these inspections.  

Once such plans are in place, the pro-
cess will continue to educate homeown-

ers about the issues and reasons why 
they should not connect illegal drains 
or sump pumps. It has to become part 
of the everyday business of buying and 
selling property.  

Does the home need a proper clean 
out? Get this installed before the trans-
fer!  

Are there sump pumps connected? 
Solve the problems before it is passed 
on to the new buyer. 

Are there broken lines or roots in the 
lines?  Again, fix them now before the 
problem becomes an emergency. 

CCTV inspection of these systems is 
more routine now with smaller cameras 
and better technology. This service 
would certainly become more readily 
available as the demand for these in-
spections grows. The funding would 
come from the private sale and would 
benefit the buyers as well as the local 
economy and certainly the sewer utility 
and shareholders.  

It has to become part of the day to day 
conversation for more than the select 
few experts who are concerned about 
this issue. Realtors, bankers, plumbers, 
drainlayers, home inspectors and most 
importantly home buyers need to be 
engaged in this issue. 

I look for your comments and feedback 
on this idea. 

Editorôs Note: Henry Albro can be reached at:  

HenryAlbro@FRMahony.com 

MWPCA Annual Trade ShowðSeptember 24, 2014ðWachusett Mountain Resort 

See pages 7-9 for registration forms 
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Elis Torres  ALLNEX USA Inc. 
Russell Gardner  MinuteMan Trucks, Inc. 
Michael McCann  Tradebe Environmental  
Glenn Haas  Brown & Caldwell 
Lisa McDaid  Newport WPCF 
Amy Planz  Weston & Sampson 
Megan Kelly  United Water / Rockland  
Craig Morse  BMC Corp 
Marcela Klem  Upper Blackstone WPAD 
Denise Prouty  Upper Blackstone WPAD 
Cindy D'Alessandro Upper Blackstone WPAD 
Kevin Carney  United Water - Springfield 
Giovanni Caceres  MA Dept of Correction 

The MWPCA is a non-profit organization that is focused on water quality issues in the  

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Founded in 1965, the Association is made up of over 800 water quality 
professionals and its office is centrally located at the Richard Alden Training Center within the confines of 

the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District in Millbury, MA   

WELCOME NEW  
MEMBERS! (MayðJune) 
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Year-To-Date MA WWTPO Exam Summary Statistics -  

January 1, 2014 to July 29, 2014  

 

 

Note :Percentages are rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent. 

  Total Exams Total Passing 
Percentage of 

Passing Total Failed 
Percentage of Fail-

ing 

Industrial 1 
����  ����  ����������  ����  ����������  

Municipal 1 
�� �� ����������  �� ����������  

Industrial 2 
������  ����  ����������  ����  ����������  

Municipal 2 
����  ����  ����������  ����  ����������  

Industrial 3 
����  �� ����������  ����  ����������  

Municipal 3 
����  ����  ����������  ����  ����������  

Industrial 4 
����  �� ����������  ����  ����������  

Municipal 4 
������  ����  ����������  ����  ����������  

Combined 5 
����  ����  ����������  ����  ����������  

Combined 6 
����  �� ����������  ����  ����������  

Totals/Averages: �ñ�õ�ò �î�î�ô �ï�õ�X�ò�9 �ï�ò�ô �ò�ì�X�ñ�9 


